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REGULATIONS FOR THE HONOURS THESIS (GEOG 4526) 

Description 

A research project (culminating in a final report 
commonly known as a “thesis”) is normally completed 
in the student's final year in the Honours program.  
The student undertakes and presents a piece of 
independent original research under the guidance 
and supervision of a faculty member.  The Honours 
Thesis course is overseen by the Honours Program 
Coordinator, while the student's primary contact is 
with his or her supervisor. 

The normal timetable for this six-credit hour course 
extends from September to April, although other 
timetables may be discussed with the Honours 
Program Coordinator. 

 
Minimum Required Milestones 

There is a minimum set of required milestones for the 
Honours Thesis, as follows: 

• Research proposal 

• Preliminary research plan 
(applicable to students who will be 
conducting research during the summer) 

• Research plan 

• Interim report 

• Draft copy of thesis 

• Final copy of thesis 

• Thesis defence 

• Corrected thesis 

A summary of the dates of these milestones is shown 
in Table 1 on page 5.  More information about these 
requirements is provided below. 

Determining the specific steps required for 
completing the research and preparing the 
subsequent thesis is different for all students.    A 
detailed schedule should be developed by the student 
and supervisor (and updated frequently).  Students 
are advised not to consider the minimum required 
milestones alone to provide a sufficient framework 
for a successful project and ensure a fulfilling 
experience in the course. 

 
Submission of Assignments 
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• April 30:  
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Table 1.  Summary Table of Components, Deadlines, 
and Grade Values for the Honours Thesis 1, 2 

 Deadline 3  

Component 
For a student who will 
be conducting research 

during the summer 

For a student who will not 
be conducting research 

during the summer 

Grade 
Value 

Research 
Proposal 

April 30 
Either April 30 or 

September 15 
Accept/ 
Reject 

Preliminary 
Research Plan 

Prior to commencement 
of research activity 

n/a ⎯ 

Research 
Plan 

October 15 
(see corresponding section in text) 

15% 
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Deadline  The deadline for submission of the thesis is 
one week after the last day of classes in the Winter 
Term. 

Assessment  The thesis will be assessed on the 
following bases: 

• Substance of the research project (e.g., 
conceptualization of research problem, 
literature review, description of study area 
and explanation of methods, data collection, 
analysis, evaluation of hypotheses, 



 

 9 

Thesis Defence 

The supervisor chairs the thesis defence.  Members of 
the public are invited attend to the student 
presentation and may stay to observe the first round 
of questions from the examining committee. 

Student Presentation  After introductions of the 
student and the examining committee, the student 
makes a presentation, maximum 20 minutes in length, 
to summarize the research conducted and main 
findings.  Members of the audience are invited to ask 
questions after the presentation. 

Question Period  The remainder of the examination 
consists of two rounds of questions posed by the 
committee about the research and thesis, responses 
from the student, and discussion about the project 
(e.g., achievements, obstacles overcome, findings).  
The student should bring his or her copy of the thesis 
to the examination, as questions about specific 
material may be asked.  No comments or questions 
are permitted from audience members who remain to 
observe the first round of questions. 

Length  The maximum length of the examination 
(introductions, student presentation, and question 
period) is 1½ hours. 

Signatures  The student must bring an extra copy of 
the title page for the assessors to sign. 

Assessment  The thesis defence is assessed on the 
following bases: 

• Quality of the student’s presentation. 

• Student’s ability to answer questions about 
the research, to defend decisions made, and 
to engage in discussion about the research 
conducted. 

 
Assignment of Final Course Grade 

After the thesis defence, the supervisor and second 
reader independently assign marks for the thesis and 
the thesis defence.  The Honours Program 
Coordinator combines all the marks into a final grade 
for the course, and informs the two assessors of the 
grade.  If an assessor feels that the final grade is not 
appropriate, the two assessors and the Coordinator 
meet to discuss the situation and to arrive at a final 
decision. 

Regulations of University Archives 

The regulations that are used by University Archives 
staff to assess theses are contained in documents 
available from the Library website: 

www.smu.ca/academics/archives/honours-
thesis.html 

www.smu.ca/webfiles/ 
th027_honours_format_procedures.pdf 

Students should acquire a copy of these documents 
and note that the following statements are included: 

• “If you included material that you did not 
write or create yourself (such as 
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FORMATTING THE THESIS 

Formatting Regulations 

Pay close attention to the details in these formatting 
regulations, and ensure consistency of appearance 
through the thesis. 

Margins  Standard page margins are defined by 
University Archive regulations.  All material on the 
page, including page number and illustrative material, 
must be contained within the margins. 

First set the positions of header and footer to 2.0 cm; 
then set the margins for non-header/footer material: 

• For the preliminaries:  left and right (2.5 cm), 
top and bottom (3.0 cm). 

• For the remainder:  top (3.0 cm), left, right, 
and bottom (2.5 cm). 

There is a difference because the page numbers in the 
preliminaries are at the bottom centre, but for the 
remainder, page numbers are in the top right corner. 

See the section on Titles below regarding placement 
of 
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Section Titles  Section titles refer to names of major 
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• For the chapters, write the chapter number, 
insert a tab, and then write the chapter title 
(e.g., Chapter 1 [TAB] Title of Chapter 1). 
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Size of Illustrations  Tables and figures (along with 
the corresponding title [and caption, if there is one]) 
must fit within the standard margins stated above, 
leaving space for the page number also to fit within 
the margins.  If space permits, two tables or figures 
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Text of the dedication, written in italics (if a dedication is included) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note:  If there is no dedication, the abstract will appear on page ii 

with subsequent pages numbered accordingly.  
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(insert blank line above all major section headings) 

CHAPTER 1 

Title of Chapter 1 

 

First-Order Heading 

This is the first line of text in the first chapter.  In this example headings differentiated by format are 

used.  Headings in the text are not indented.  First-order headings are in bold, with the text beginning on the 

next line. 

In this example paragraphs are indented; therefore a blank line is not inserted before the new 

paragraph. 

The body of the thesis has double line spacing. 

 

Second-Order Heading 

Second-order headings are italicized and in bold. 

 

 Third-Order Heading.Second
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(Insert blank line above) 

CHAPTER 2 

Title of Chapter 2 

 

1.1.  First-Order Heading 

This is the first line of text in the first chapter.  In this example headings differentiated by format are used.  

Headings in the text are not indented.  First-order headings are in bold, with the text beginning on the next 

line. 

 

In this example paragraphs are not indented; therefore a blank line must be inserted before the new 

paragraph. 

 

The body of the thesis has double line spacing. 

 

1.1.1.  Second-Order Heading 

Second-order headings are in bold. 

 

1.1.1.1.  Third-Order Heading 

Third-order headings are in bold. 
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(Insert blank line above) 

REFERENCES 

 

First reference placed here. 

 

References are arranged in alphabetical order, single spaced and  
left-
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(Insert blank line above) 

APPENDIX 

Title of Appendix 

 

Appendix material may begin on this page. 

 


