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2024 INCOME TAX RETURN 
GOT QUESTIONS? – WE GOT ANSWERS! 

Q: I came to Canada for the first time in 2025. Can I file an income tax return this year? 
A: NO, in Canada we file income tax returns for the previous year. The income tax return we are filing now 
is for 2024.  
 
Q: I came to Canada to study at SMU for the first time in 2024. Should I file an income tax return? 
A: YES, you so that you could apply for the tuition, education, and textbook amounts. In addition, you may 
be eligible for the GST credit and CCR Rabate. You may get a refund if you worked and paid taxes in 2024. 

 
Friday, March 7th: 
Burke Theatre A  @ 2pm  

 
 
Friday, March 14st : 
Burke Theatre A @ 2pm 

�x New students who arrived in Canada in 2024 
and did not work in 2024. 

 
Burke Theatre B @ 2pm 

�x New students who arrived in Canada in 2024, 
and worked in 2024, or received a T4A, T5 or 
NR4 tax slip, or are married, or have children. 

�x 



Q: I don’t have a Social Insurance Number (SIN) can I still file an income tax return? 
A: If your current valid study permit allows you to work, you MUST apply for a SIN at Service Canada in  
order to be able to file an income tax return. 
 
Q: I worked in 2024. Will I get a refund? When will I get the refund? 
A: You may get a refund if there was any income tax deducted from your pay or if you had any CPP or EI 
overpayment. If you file by mail, you should get your refund in about 8 weeks. If you file online, you should 
get your refund in about 2 weeks. 
 
Q: I am currently an international student at SMU and I have never worked in Canada. Should I file 
an income tax return? 
A: YES, you should, as you may be eligible for the GST credit and the CCR Rabate. Also, by filing an 
income tax return, you will start accumulating the tuition, education, and textbook amounts which you can 
use in the future when you start working to offset any taxes you may have to pay. 
 
Q: When will I get the GST credit payments? 
A: Your GST credit will be paid every four months (you will get a payment in July, October, January, and 
April each year). 
 
Q: When will I get the CCR Rabate payments? 
A: Your GST credit will be paid every four months (you will get payment in April, July, October, and January 
each year). 
 
Q: Can I have my income tax refund, GST credit payments and any other income tax related 
payments deposited directly into my bank account? 
A: YES, you can have your income tax refund, GST credit, CCR Rabate, Canada Child Benefit and any 
other income tax related payments deposited directly into your bank account. 
 
Q: Can I get money back from my tuition or textbooks? or Can I get money back from things I 
bought (e.g. groceries, electronics, clothes, etc)? or Can I get my rent money back? 
A: NO in Nova Scotia (in Canada every province has its own provincial tax breaks).  
 
Q: 

https://offices.service.canada.ca/en/Office/1515
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/child-family-benefits/goods-services-tax-harmonized-sales-tax-gst-hst-credit.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/child-family-benefits/canada-carbon-rebate.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/forms-publications/tax-packages-years.html


Q: I made a donation to a charity or organization in 2024. Can I claim it? 
A: YES, you may be able to claim non-refundable charitable credits.  
 
Q: I am married (or common-law) or I have children?

https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/corporate/contact-information/where-mail-your-paper-t1-return.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/tax/individuals/community-volunteer-income-tax-program.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/tax/individuals/segments/students.html
https://fed.smu.ca/adfs/ls/
https://fed.smu.ca/adfs/ls/
https://fed.smu.ca/adfs/ls/


 
    6 - T4A Statement of Other Income for 2024: You will receive a T4A tax slip: 

�x If you had a SMU scholarship, fellowship, grant or bursary in 2024. 
�x If you worked for a company and you got paid by commission. 
�x If you received the COVID-19 

https://fed.smu.ca/adfs/ls/
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